
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Dec 2016)  
Registered Psychiatric Nurse (NOC 3012) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
and BC Labour Market Report 

Overview:  
General duty registered nurses perform some or all of the following 
duties: 

 Assess patients to identify appropriate nursing 
interventions 

 Collaborate with members of an interdisciplinary health 
team to plan, implement, co-ordinate and evaluate patient 
care in consultation with patients and their families 

 Administer medications and treatments as prescribed by a 
physician or according to established policies and 
protocols 

 Monitor, assess, address, document and report symptoms 
and changes in patients' conditions 

 Operate or monitor medical apparatus or equipment 

 Assist in surgery and other medical procedures 

 May supervise licensed practical nurses and other nursing 
staff 

 May develop and implement discharge planning process 
on admission of patients 

 May teach and counsel patients and their families on 
health-related issues in collaboration with other health 
care providers. 

 Occupational health nurses develop and implement 
employee health education programs and provide 
registered nursing care in private businesses and industry. 

 Community health nurses provide health education and 
registered nursing care in public health units and through 
home visits, manage complex home care cases, participate 
in community needs assessment and program 
development, conduct disease screening and deliver 
immunization programs. 

 Psychiatric nurses provide nursing care, supportive 
counselling and life skills programming to patients in 
psychiatric hospitals, mental health clinics, long-term care 
facilities and community-based settings. 

 Nursing consultants provide consultative services to 
institutes, associations and health care organizations 
regarding issues and concerns relevant to the nursing 
profession and nursing practice. 

 Nursing researchers engaged in research activities related 
to nursing are self-employed or are employed by hospitals, 
public and private organizations and governments. 

 Clinical nurses provide leadership, advice and counsel on 
the provision of research-based care for specific patient 
groups within the care of particular health care 
organizations. 

  
 

Common Job Titles: 
 clinical nurse 

 community health nurse 

 critical care nurse 

 emergency care nurse 

 intensive care nurse 

 nurse researcher 

 nursing consultant 

 occupational health nurse 

 private duty nurse 

 public health nurse 

 registered nurse (R.N.) 

 registered psychiatric nurse (R.P.N.) 

Work Environment: 
 Workers may teach in 

classrooms, labs, libraries, workshops, 
gymnasiums and outdoors. They also 
typically perform other tasks, such as 
lesson preparation, grading and 
administrative tasks, outside of 
regular work hours. 

 Hours vary depending on time 
required for lesson preparation, 
grading, etc. Most teachers work a 
standard 10-month school year and 
have time off during school holidays: 
two months in the summer and time 
off at Christmas and spring break. 

 Some aspects of this job can 
be stressful and working with youth 
can be challenging. Teachers are 
required to stand for extended 
periods of time, which may lead to 
back problems. Teachers may also 
develop voice distress. Science labs 
and workshops can pose various 
hazards. 

 Workers increasingly use technology 
and may use computers for grade 
calculation, attendance and lesson 
development 

 

 

 
 

  

Education, training and 
qualifications 
 Completion of a university, college or other 

approved registered nursing program is 
required. 

 Additional academic training or experience 
is required to specialize in a specific area of 
nursing. 

 A master's or doctoral degree in nursing is 
usually required for clinical nurse 
specialists, clinical nurses, nursing 
consultants and nursing researchers. 

 Registration with a regulatory body is 
required in all provinces and 
territories.Registered psychiatric nurses 
Completion of a university or college 
registered psychiatric nursing program is 
required. 

 Registration with a regulatory body is 
required in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, British Columbia and the Yukon. 

 Nurses trained exclusively as 
registered psychiatric nurses (RPN) 
are regulated in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and British 
Columbia. In all other provinces and 
territories, registered nurses (RN) 
may work as psychiatric nurses 
without separate registration. 

 Registered nurses and registered 
psychiatric nurses may progress to 
supervisory and managerial positions 
with experience. 

Workforce Characteristics: 
 In BC 38,400 workers are employed in this 

sector 

 48% work mostly full-time 

 9% are male, 91% are female 

 3% are 15-24 years  

 47% are 25-44 years  

 47% are 45-64 years  

 3% are 65 + 

Wages 
$22.38-$43.00per hour 

Median Wage: $38.00 per 

hour 

 Nurses mainly work in health-care facilities, such as hospitals, clinics, residential facilities, and doctor's offices 
as independent practitioners or team members. Community and public health nurses travel to patients' 
homes, schools, businesses, community centres or other sites. 

 Most nurses work 8 to 12 hour shifts, usually on rotation, including weekends, evenings, nights and holidays. 
On average, full-time nurses work 36 to 40 hours per week and part-time work is quite common. 

 Nurses use lifting devices and follow safety procedures to reduce the risk of workplace injuries and illness. 
New technologies and policies have resulted in a patient's reduced length of stay (i.e., more day surgeries are 
performed), which adds to the workload. 

 Nurses have to cope with the emotional aspects of working with the sick, injured and terminally ill, as well as 
patients' families. 
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