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Overview:  

 Bricklayers lay bricks, concrete blocks, 

stone and other similar materials to 

construct or repair walls, arches, 

chimneys, fireplaces and other 

structures in accordance with blueprints 

and specifications.  

People in this occupation: 

 Work for construction companies and 

bricklaying contractors 

 May be self-employed 

 Should be in good physical condition, be 

aware of safety issues and have good 

manual dexterity 

 Need to have a good sense of balance to 

work with heavy equipment and 

materials on narrow platforms and 

scaffolds 

 Need to have a have an artistic eye and 

be able to recognize patterns, lines and 

proportions 

Bricklayers perform some or all of the 

following duties: 

 Read sketches and blueprints to 

calculate materials required, and 

cut/trim bricks and concrete blocks to 

specification using hand and power 

tools, and prepare and lay bricks, 

concrete blocks, stone, structural tiles 

and similar materials to construct or 

repair walls, foundations and other 

structures in residential, industrial and 

commercial construction 

 Lay bricks or other masonry units to 

build residential or commercial chimneys 

and fireplaces and lay radial bricks to 

build masonry shells of industrial 

chimneys 

 Lay or install firebricks to line industrial 

chimneys and smokestacks 

 Line or reline furnaces, kilns, boilers and 

similar installations using refractory or 

acid-resistant bricks, refractory 

concretes, plastic refractories and other 

materials 

 Lay bricks, stone or similar materials to 

provide veneer facing to walls or other 

surfaces 

 Construct and install prefabricated 

masonry units 

 Lay bricks or other masonry units to 

build patios, garden walls and other 

decorative installations 

 May restore masonry structures 

         

 

 

 

 

 

   

   Related Job Titles: 

Bricklayer, journeyman, 

Chimney repair, Brickmason, 

fireplace/industrial furnace, 

mason, artificial stone 

 
Work Environment  

Bricklayers usually work 

outdoors during a 40-hour 

workweek. Some overtime 

may also be required to 

meet construction schedules. 

Workers may have to work 

longer hours when the 

weather is good. 

Protective enclosures and 

portable heaters may be 

used to protect workers in 

poor weather conditions. 

Bricklayers must sometimes 

work at heights on 

scaffolding. In addition to 

hazards related to working at 

heights, the work site may 

also be noisy and dirty. The 

work is physically demanding 

and workers routinely lift 

heavy materials. 

Safety precautions and the 

use of safety equipment 

(hard hats, steel-toed boots 

and safety glasses) reduce 

risk of injury. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Education, training and 

qualifications: 

 

Completion of secondary 

school is usually required. In 

addition, completion of a 

three- to four-year 

apprenticeship program (or a 

combination of more than 

four years of work experience 

in the trade and some high 

school, college or industry 

courses in bricklaying) is 

required to be eligible for 

trade certification. Trade 

certification is not required to 

work as a bricklayer in B.C., 

but it can help increase job 

opportunities.  

 

Interprovincial trade 

certification, Red Seal 

certification, is available to 

qualified bricklayers through 

the Industry Training 

Authority. For more detailed 

information, contact the 

provincial regulator. 

 

For program information on 

public post-secondary 

education in B.C., please see 

the Education Planner website 

at www.educationplanner.ca. 

Workforce 

Characteristics: 

 In BC 1,900 workers are 

employed in this sector, 

with 35% working mostly  

full-time. 

 95% are male, 5% are 

female 

 9% are 15-24 years  

 54% are 25-44 years  

 31% are 45-64 years  

 5% are 65 + 

 

Wage Range: 

 $19.05-$40 per hour 

 Median $29.47 per hour 
 $61,463/year 
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