
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Feb 2016)  
Pharmacist (NOC 3131) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
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Overview:  

Pharmacists compound and dispense 

prescribed pharmaceuticals and provide 

consultative services to both clients and 

health care providers 

 

People in this occupation: 

 participate in the research, 

development, promotion and 

manufacture of pharmaceutical products 

 work for pharmaceutical companies and 

government departments and agencies 

 

Pharmacists may perform some or all of 

the following duties: 

 Compound prescribed pharmaceutical 

products by calculating, measuring and 

mixing the quantities of drugs and other 

ingredients required and filling 

appropriate containers with correct 

quantity 

 Dispense prescribed pharmaceuticals to 

customers or to other health care 

professionals and advise them on 

indications, contra-indications, adverse 

effects, drug interactions and dosage 

 Maintain medication profiles of 

customers including registry of poisons 

and narcotic and controlled drugs 

 May supervise and co-ordinate the 

activities of other pharmacists, 

pharmacy assistants, pharmacy 

technicians and other staff 

 Participate in research for the 

development of new drugs 

 Control the quality of drug products 

during production to ensure that they 

meet standards of potency, purity, 

uniformity, stability and safety 

 Evaluate labelling, packaging and 

advertising of drug products 

 Promote pharmaceutical products to 

health professionals 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Work Environment  

Most pharmacists work 

approximately 40–50 hours 

per week. However, they 

may be required to work 

longer hours if they are self-

employed or if they work in 

locations that are under-

staffed.  

 

Because of the current 

shortage of pharmacists, 

trained pharmacy technicians 

now prepare and dispense 

most medications, while 

pharmacists focus on disease 

assessment and 

management of patient care. 

 

Pharmacists work in a 

professional environment 

that requires pharmacist–

patient confidentiality. They 

spend the majority of their 

work day standing. The 

preparation of medicines can 

be meticulous work, involving 

measuring out small 

quantities of hazardous 

compounds and conducting 

calculations. This work may 

require pharmacists to wear 

safety goggles, aprons and 

gloves, and to use fume 

hoods. Pharmacists must 

stay alert at all times in order 

to maintain a safe working 

environment and to ensure 

patient safety through the 

proper preparation of 

medications. 

 

 

  

 

Education, training and 

qualifications: 

 

To become a pharmacist, you 

must complete a bachelor’s 

degree in pharmacy. Although 

entrance requirements vary, 

most universities require 

applicants to have completed 

at least 1 year of 

undergraduate university 

studies before applying. During 

this year you must complete 

courses in several required 

subjects, including chemistry, 

biology, math, and English.  

 

Once you are accepted into a 

program, you must complete a 

Bachelor of Science degree in 

pharmacy. Pharmacy programs 

take about 4 years to complete 

and provide instruction in 

subjects such as drug therapy, 

communicating with patients, 

professional ethics, and 

developing and managing 

medication distribution 

systems. They may also 

provide supervised practical 

experience in pharmacy 

settings. 

 

The internet has increased the 

amount of drug-related 

information available to the 

public, creating more informed 

consumers and patients. 

Pharmacists are often asked to 

verify information and are 

required to answer detailed 

questions about different 

treatments and medications 

 

Earnings Range: 

 $16.00 -$28.21 per hour 

 Median $23 per hour 

 $44,000 - $53,000/year 

 

Workforce Characteristics: 

 In BC 4,400 workers are 

employed in this sector, 

with 60% working full-time. 

 41% are male, 59% are 

female 

 2% are 15-24 years  

 53% are 25-44 years  

 42% are 45-64 years  
 2% are 65 + 

 

http://www.workbc.ca/


 

 

 

 


