
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (NOV 2015)  
Electrical Power Line & Cable Workers (NOC 7244 ) 
 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
and BC Labour Market Report 

 

Overview:  

Electrical power line and cable workers 

 construct, maintain and repair overhead 

and underground electrical power 

transmission and distribution systems 

 work for electric power generation, 

transmission and distribution companies, 

electrical contractors and public utility 

commissions 

 

Labour force by industry 

 Utilities                47% 

 Construction      41% 

 Public Administration  6% 

 Information, Culture/ 

                  Recreation    3% 

 

People in this occupation: 

 install, maintain, troubleshoot and repair 

electrical distribution and transmission 

systems including overhead and 

underground power lines and cables, 

insulators, conductors, lightning 

arrestors, switches, transformers and 

other associated equipment 

 erect and maintain steel, wood or 

concrete poles, towers and guy wires 

 splice, solder and insulate conductors 

and related wiring to connect power 

distribution and transmission networks 

using splicing tools, related electrical 

equipment and tools 

 inspect and test overhead and 

underground power lines and cables and 

auxiliary equipment using electrical test 

equipment 

 climb ladders or operate hydraulic 

buckets when working aloft on poles and 

towers, or work in confined spaces such 

as trenches and tunnels to install power 

lines and cables and associated 

equipment 

 install and maintain street lighting 

systems 

 communicate with other workers to 

coordinate the preparation and 

completion of work assignments 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Environment  

 Work takes place 

outdoors, so workers may 

be exposed to various 

weather conditions. 

 Working with equipment, 

machinery or power/hand 

tools may be a source of 

injury. 

 Exposure to electrical 

circuitry, high tension wires, 

transformers or other 

equipment in the workplace 

may be a source of 

electrical shock. 

Earnings Range: 

 $25-$45 per hour 

 Median $32.69 per hour 

 $95,000-$125,000/year 

 

Regional Outlook for 

Vancouver Island / Coast 

 Expected # of job 

openings (2012-22) 

            1,400 

 Average annual 

employment demand 

growth (2012-22) +0.5% 

 Expected increase in 

employment (2012-
2022) 201 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Training Requirements: 

 Completion of secondary 

school is usually required. 

 Completion of a provincial 

three- or four-year 

lineman/woman 

apprenticeship program 

or 

A combination of over four 

years of work experience in 

the trade and some high 

school, college or industry 

courses in electrical 

technology is usually required 

for electrical power line and 

cable workers. 

 Trade certification for 

powerline technicians is 

available, but voluntary, in 

Newfoundland and Labrador, 

Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 

Island, New Brunswick, 

Ontario, Saskatchewan, 

Alberta, British Columbia, the 

Yukon, the Northwest 

Territories and Nunavut. 

 Trade certification for 

powerline technicians 

(construction) is available, but 

voluntary, in Newfoundland 

and Labrador. 

 Trade certification for 

distribution construction 

linemen/women is available, 

but voluntary, in New 

Brunswick. 

 Red Seal endorsement is also 

available to qualified 

powerline technicians upon 

successful completion of the 

interprovincial Red Seal 
examination. 

Workforce Characteristics: 

 In BC 1,100 workers are 

employed in this sector, with 

60% working full-time. 

 Almost all employed are  male 

 6% are 15-24 years  

 57% are 25-44 years  

 30% are 45-64 years  
 4% are 65 + 

 

http://www.workbc.ca/

