
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Aug 2015)  
Farmer (NOC 8431 ) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
and BC Labour Market Report 

 
Overview:  
Farmers raise and sell crops and livestock, 
including corn, wheat, cattle, and pigs 

People in this occupation: 
 plant, cultivate and harvest crops 
 raise livestock and poultry 
 maintain and repair farm equipment and 

buildings 
 are employed on crop, livestock, fruit, 

vegetable and specialty farms 
 This group includes operators of farm 

machinery 

Farmers perform some or all of the 
following duties: 
 Plant, fertilize, cultivate, spray, irrigate 

and harvest crops 
 Feed and tend livestock and poultry 
 Milk cows 
 Operate and maintain farm machinery 

and equipment 
 Detect disease and health problems in 

crops, livestock and poultry 
 Examine produce for quality and prepare 

for market 
 Set and monitor water lines, air flow and 

temperature in barns, pens and chicken 
coops 

 Clean stables, barns, barnyards and 
pens 

More info at 
http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/
qc/job_futures/statistics/6252.shtml 

Earnings Range: 
 

 $10.25-$22 per hour 
 Median $14 per hour 
 $11,000-$33,000/year 

 

 

         
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Related Job Titles: 
 General farm worker 
 Vegetable farm worker 
 Hatchery worker 
 Farm machinery 

operator 
 Harvester machine 

operator 

Work Environment  
Work takes place both 
indoors and outdoors, so 
workers may be exposed to 
various weather conditions. 
Workers use machinery, tools 
and heavy farm equipment, 
such as tractors, which can 
pose the risk of injury. 

Strong odours are common 
on a farm. 

Farmers may be exposed to 
chemicals, such as 
pesticides, and dust and sand 
in the workplace. 

Workers may also be 
exposed to infectious 
bacteria and viruses as a 
result of treating sick 
animals. 

Workers may be exposed to 
enough noise to affect 
hearing. 

Some machinery can cause a 
vibrating or back and forth 
motion in the body 

 

 

 

 
Training Requirements: 
 

No formal education is 
necessary to be a farmer.  
 
Other requirements may 
include: 

 Knowledge in many areas 
from soil science to farm 
equipment mechanics to 
animal care 

 Although not a requirement, 
The Organic Agriculture 
Undergraduate degree offers 
students an integrated 
approach to learning in the 
rapidly expanding world of 
organic agriculture. Courses 
encompass food production, 
food security, processing and 
marketing, environmental 
health, and rural community 
sustainability. A systems 
approach is taken to the 
design and operation of crop 
and livestock production 
systems which are socially 
responsible, ecologically 
sound, agronomically feasible, 
and economically sustainable 

 Farmers may require 
licencing depending on the 
type of farm they have and 
activities performed such as 
meat packing 

Workforce 
Characteristics: 

 In BC 7,800 workers 
are employed in this 
sector, with 23% 
working full-time. 

 59% are male, 41% are 
female 

 30% are 15-24 years  
 26% are 25-44 years  
 35% are 45-64 years  
 9% are 65 + 


