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Overview:  

 

Plumbers install, repair and maintain pipes, 

fixtures and other plumbing equipment used 

for water distribution and waste water 

disposal in residential, commercial and 

industrial buildings. They are employed in 

maintenance departments of factories, 

plants and similar establishments, by 

plumbing contractors, or they may be self-

employed. 

 

Plumbers perform some or all of the 

following duties: 

 Read blueprints, drawings and 

specifications to determine layout of 

plumbing system, water supply network 

and waste and drainage systems 

 Install, repair and maintain domestic, 

commercial or industrial plumbing 

fixtures and systems 

 Locate and mark positions for pipe 

connections, passage holes and fixtures 

in walls and floors 

 Cut opening in walls and floors to 

accommodate pipe and pipe fittings 

 Measure, cut, bend and thread pipes 

using hand and power tools or machines 

 Join pipes using couplings, clamps, 

screws, bolts, cement or soldering, 

brazing and welding equipment 

 Test pipes for leaks using air and water 

pressure gauges 

 May prepare cost estimates. 

Workplace: 

 

Plumbers typically work 40 hours per week. 

Some plumbers may also work on an on-call 

basis and respond to plumbing emergencies 

at all hours. Plumbers who do industrial 

maintenance at large facilities may do shift 

work. The working environment for 

plumbers can be cramped, dirty and noisy, 

depending on the job. Plumbers must be 

physically fit since they are required to carry 

heavy pipe and stand for much of the day. 

Heavy lifting and working in cramped spaces 

can lead to muscle and joint pain. Continued 

use of some tools may lead to repetitive 

stress injuries, such as tendonitis and 

bursitis. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Related Job Titles: 

 

 apprentice plumber 

 journeyman/woman 

plumber 

 maintenance and repair 

plumber 

 maintenance and repair 

plumber, (non-

construction) 

 maintenance plumber 

 marine plumber 

 plumber 

 plumber – pipefitting 

 plumber apprentice 

 plumber, (non-

construction) 

maintenance and repair 

 plumber, maintenance 

and repair 

 plumber, residential 

construction 

 plumbing installer 

 plumbing mechanic 

 radiator plumber 

 residential construction 

plumber 

 

      Earnings Range: 

 

 $16-$34 per hour 

 Median $24 per hour 

 $53,000-$66,000/year 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Attributes & Abilities: 

 

 Physically fit 

 Comfortable with heights 

 Able to solve math 

problems quickly and 

accurately 

 Work well with your hands 

 Hand-eye coordination 

 

Training Requirements: 

 

 Completion of secondary 

school is usually required. 

 Completion of a four- to 

five-year apprenticeship 

program or 

A combination of over five 

years of work experience in 

the trade and some high 

school, college or industry 

courses in plumbing is 

usually required to be 

eligible for trade 

certification. 

 Trade certification is 

compulsory in Nova Scotia, 

Prince Edward Island, New 

Brunswick, Quebec, 

Ontario, Saskatchewan and 

Alberta and available, but 

voluntary, in Newfoundland 

and Labrador, Manitoba, 

British Columbia, the 

Yukon, the Northwest 

Territories and Nunavut. 

Red Seal endorsement is 

also available to qualified 

plumbers upon successful 

completion of the 

interprovincial Red Seal 

examination. 

 

Workforce Characteristics: 

 In BC 7,500 workers are 

employed in this sector, 

with 49% working full-

time. 

 98% are male, 2% 

female 

 14% are 15-24 years  

 52% are 25-44 years  

 31% are 45-64 years  
 3% are 65 + 
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