
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (May 2015)  
Plasterers, drywall installers  
Finishers & lathers (NOC 7284 ) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
and BC Labour Market Report 

Overview:  

 Plasterers apply finish, and maintain and restore 
plaster or similar materials, on interior and 
exterior walls, ceilings and building partitions to 
produce plain or decorative surfaces. Drywall 
installers and finishers install and finish drywall 
sheets and various types of ceiling systems. 
Lathers install support framework for ceiling 
systems, interior and exterior walls and building 
partitions. They are employed by construction 
companies and by plastering, drywalling and 
lathing contractors, or they may be self-
employed.  
 
Plasterers perform some or all of the following 
duties: 
 Clean and prepare surfaces 

 Mix plaster ingredients in trough to desired 
consistency 

 Apply, level and smooth coats of plaster using 
trowels, floats, brushes & spraying equipment 

 Trowel or spray coats of stucco over exteriors 
of buildings to form weatherproof surfaces 

 Finish corners and angles and create 
decorative designs in finish coat, if required 

Drywall installers and finishers perform some or 
all of the following duties: 

 Measure, cut and fit drywall sheets for 
installation on walls and ceilings 

 Position and secure sheets to metal or wooden 
studs or joists 

 Cut and install metal corner beads to protect 
exterior corners 

 Fill joints, nail indentations, holes and cracks 
with joint compound using trowel & knife 

Lathers perform some or all of the following 
duties: 
 Prepare wall and ceiling layouts 
 Install metal stud framing and furring for 

interior drywall or plaster walls and 
ceilings, using hand and power tools 

 Attach metal or gypsum lath to studs or furring 
using nails, screws, clips or wire ties 

 Cut openings in lath for heating and ventilation  

         
 
 
 
 

 

Related Job Titles: 
 acoustical ceiling 

installer 

 ceiling installer 

 drywall applicator 

 drywall finisher 

 drywall installer and 
finisher apprentice 

 drywall taper 

 lather (interior systems 
mechanic) 

 lather apprentice 

 plasterer 

 plasterer apprentice 

 sheetrock applicator 

 wood lather 

      Workplace: 
 Most work for plastering or 

general contractors, or are 
self-employed 

 Some work outdoors a lot 
of the time 

 The work is physically 
demanding 

 A lot of exposure to dust 
and dirt 

 Most work a 5-day, 40-
hour week, but overtime is 
sometimes necessary 

 

 

 

  

 

Attributes & Abilities: 

 Physically fit 

 Work well with your hands 

 Good vision and spatial 
perception 

 Hand-eye coordination 

 Artistic ability can be an 
asset 

Training Requirements 

 Many plasterers learn the 

trade through an 

apprenticeship program. A 

plasterer apprenticeship 

usually takes 3 to 4 years to 

complete (depending on the 

province) and combines on-

the-job training with 

classroom study. 

   The Red Seal endorsement 
allows for interprovincial 
mobility. 

   Progression to supervisory 
positions is possible with 
experience. 

Workforce Characteristics 
 In BC 4,800 workers are 

employed in this sector, 
with 39% working full-
time. 

 96% are male, 4% female 
 13% are 15-24 years  
 49% are 25-44 years  
 34% are 45-64 years  
 4% are 65 + 

Earnings Range 

 $11-$32 per hour 

 Median $22 per hour 

 $33,000-$44,000/year 
   Additional Resources 

Industry Training Authority 

www.itabc.ca  

      Construction Sector Council 
       www.csc-ca.org -  

 

http://www.workbc.ca/
http://www.itabc.ca/
http://www.csc-ca.org/

