
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (April 2015)  
Carpenters (NOC 7271) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 
and BC Labour Market Report 

Overview:  
Carpenters perform some or all of the 

following duties: 
 read and interpret blueprints, 

drawings and sketches to determine 
specifications and calculate 
requirements 

 prepare layouts conforming to 
building codes, using measuring tools 

 measure, cut, shape, assemble and 
join materials made of wood, wood 

substitutes, lightweight steel and 
other materials 

 build foundations, install floor beams, 
lay sub-flooring and erect walls and 
roof systems 

 fit and install trim items, such as 
doors, stairs, moulding and hardware 

 maintain, repair and renovate 
residences and wooden structures in 
mills, mines, hospitals, industrial 

plants and other establishments 

 

Work Environment 
Carpenters typically work 40 hours per week. 
Work may also be seasonal in nature. 
Construction activity is limited in the winter 
outside of the Mainland/Southwest and 

Vancouver Island/Coast regions. As a result, 
carpenters in these regions may work longer 

hours during the summer. Options for work 
during winter months in these regions may 

also be limited. The work environment can be 
indoors and outdoors, and is often noisy and 

dirty. Carpenters must take appropriate 
safety precautions when lifting materials, 
working from heights and working with 

equipment and tools. 

     

 
Related Job Titles: 

 Cabinetmakers (NOC 
7272) 

 Contractors and 
supervisors, carpentry 
trades (NOC 7204) 

 Woodworking machine 
operators (NOC 9437) 

 

      Training Programs: 

 Carpentry Apprenticeship 
(BCIT) 
http://www.educationpla
nner.ca/program/view/B
CIT/35074/carpentry 

 Carpenter Apprenticeship 
(VIU) 
http://www.educationplan
ner.ca/program/view/VIU/3
5080/carpenter 
& 
http://www.educationplan
ner.ca/program/view/VIU/3

0989/carpentry-certificate 

Earnings in BC 

$44,000 - $53,000 per year ($14.00 - $30.00/hour; median is $25.00/hour (2011 figures) 

Attributes & Abilities: 

People who succeed as 
carpenters would be expected 
to have. 

 Strong mathematical 
ability 

 Spatial Perception 

 Manual Dexterity and 
strong motor skills. 

 Object oriented. 
Training Requirements 
Completion of secondary school 
is usually required. Completion 
of a four-year apprenticeship 
program (or a combination of 
more than four years of work 
experience in the trade and 
some high school, college or 
industry courses) is required to 
be eligible for trade 

certification. 

Workers with 7,500 hours of 
documented directly related 
work experience can challenge 
the interprovincial Red Seal 

examination. 

Entry-level training programs in 
carpentry, which generally 
range from four to 10 months, 

are also available.  

Workforce Characteristics 
 In BC 25,400 workers 

are employed in this 
sector, with 41% 
working full-time. 

 98% are male, 2% 
female 

 14% are 15-24 years  
 45% are 25-44 years  
 39% are 45-64 years  
 3% are 65 + 
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