
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Jan. 2015)  

7237 Welders and related machine operators  
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada 

and BC Labour Market Report 

 

Overview:  
Welders operate welding equipment to weld 

ferrous and non-ferrous metals. This unit 

group also includes machine operators who 

operate previously set up production 

welding, brazing and soldering equipment. 

They are employed by companies that 

manufacture structural steel and platework, 

boilers, heavy machinery, aircraft and ships 

and other metal products, and by welding 

contractors and welding shops, or they may 

be self-employed. 

        Related Careers: 
 aviation welding 

technician 
 brazing machine 

operator 
 brazing machine setter 
 electric arc welder 
 journeyman/woman 

welder 
 laser welding operator 
 pressure vessel welder 
 production welder 
 soldering machine 

operator 
 spot welder 
 submerged arc welder 
 welder 
 welder apprentice 
 welder-fitter 
 many categories at: 

http://www5.hrsdc.gc.ca/noc/
english/noc/2011/ViewAllTitles
.aspx?val=7&val1=7237 

Welders perform some or all of the following: 
 Read and interpret blueprints or welding process specifications 

 Operate manual or semi-automatic welding equipment to fuse metal 

segments using processes such as gas tungsten arc welding (GTAW), gas 

metal arc welding (GMAW), flux-cored arc welding (FCAW), plasma arc 

welding (PAW), shielded metal arc welding (SMAW), oxy-acetylene 

welding (OAW), resistance welding and submerged arc welding (SAW) 

 Operate manual or semi-automatic flame-cutting equipment 

 Operate brazing and soldering equipment 

 Operate metal shaping machines such as brakes, shears and other metal 

straightening and bending machines 

 Repair worn parts of metal products by welding on extra layers. 

 
Earnings 
Apprentice welders can earn $25,000-$37,000 per year, New welders: 

$40,000- $51,000 per year and experienced welders $50,000-$67,000 per 

year. Welders working in remote areas (e.g. oil and gas or mining work, or 

specialized workers as in ship-building or underwater welding will earn 

considerably more). 

 

Workplace:  
 Workers in this occupational group are mainly employed by the metal fabrication, machinery and construction 

industries. Employment is distributed fairly evenly across the province; however, employment is slightly more 

concentrated in the Thompson-Okanagan, Cariboo and northern regions of B.C. compared to all occupations. 

 Many large mills, mines, manufacturing facilities and other industrial operations are located in northern areas 

of the province, likely accounting for the higher concentration of workers in this region. 

 

 

  

 

Training  
Education & Training 

 Completion of secondary school is 
usually required. 

 Completion of a three-year 
apprenticeship program or 
A combination of over three years 
of work experience in the trade and 
some college or industry courses in 
welding is usually required to be 
eligible for trade certification. 

 Trade certification is compulsory in 
Alberta and available, but voluntary, 
in all other provinces and the 
territories. 

 Red Seal endorsement is also 
available to qualified welders upon 
successful completion of the 
interprovincial Red Seal 
examination.  

Additional information 

 The Red Seal endorsement allows 
for interprovincial mobility. 

 Progression to supervisory positions 
is possible with experience. 

In-Class Training in BC 

 British Columbia Institute of 
Technology (Burnaby) 

 Camosun College (Victoria) 

 College of New Caledonia (Prince 
George) 

 College of the Rockies (Cranbrook) 

 Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
(Cloverdale) 

 North Island College (Campbell 
River and Port Alberni) 

 Northern Lights College (Dawson 
Creek) 

 Okanagan College (Kelowna) 

 Selkirk College (Nelson) 

 Thompson Rivers University 
(Kamloops and Williams Lake) 

 Vancouver Island University 
(Nanaimo) 

http://www5.hrsdc.gc.ca/noc/english/noc/2006/Profile.aspx?val=7&val1=7237
http://www.workbc.ca/
https://www2.careercruising.com/careers/working-conditions/371

