
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Oct.2014) 
Paramedic (NOC 3234) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada, and BC Labour Market 
Report 
 

 
Overview: Ambulance Attendants and Other 
Paramedical Occupations 
Emergency medical assistants: 
 Do or help with triage of emergency patients, which 

determines the order of treatment  based on the 
seriousness of their condition 

 Assess the extent of injuries or medical illnesses of 
trauma victims, patients with respiratory disease and 
stress, overdose and poisoning victims, industrial 
accident victims and other ill or injured individuals to 
determine emergency medical treatment 

 Give pre-hospital emergency care to patients, such 
as oxygen therapy, cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), spinal immobilization, bandaging and splinting 

 Establish and maintain intravenous treatment (IV) 

 Apply adjunctive equipment for ventilation and 
circulation complications 

 Give medications and provide other advanced 
emergency treatment to patients 

 Transport patients by air, land or water to hospitals 
or other medical facilities for further medical care 

 Document and record the nature of injuries and 
illnesses and the treatment they have provided 

 Help hospital personnel give medical treatment, if 
necessary 

 Maintain ambulances and emergency care 
equipment and supplies 

 May also train and supervise other workers in this 
occupational group 

First aid attendants: 
 Care for those who are injured or who become ill at 

the workplace 

 assess the seriousness of the situation and 
determine if and what treatment is needed 

 provide treatment to maintain the patient and 
minimize the consequences of the injury until 
treatment is delivered 

 treat minor injuries that would otherwise not 
receive, or that do not require, medical treatment 

 may clean and bandage wounds, give oxygen and 
keep air passages clear in cases of choking 

 make sure the patient does not move in cases of 
spine or head injuries and keep the patient warm 
and comfortable and keep records of the incident 

   

 

 

 

 

Outlook and Mobility 
Most of the opportunities will come from the 
need to replace retiring workers. The creation 
of new jobs for paramedics reflects the fact 
that B.C.'s population is both growing and 
aging, which is leading to greater demand for 
emergency medical services. Paramedics are 
now being used increasingly outside the 
traditional pre-hospital setting. Some provide 
care in hospitals and in industry settings. 
There may be increased demand for 
advanced care level paramedics in hospital 
emergency room settings and for rural 
health-care teams because of their greater 
scope of practice. 

Earnings 
 $53,000 - $66,000 per year (2006 Census) 

 Average hourly wages $13.00/hr - 
$35.00/hr (average $24.00/hr) 

 Earnings for paramedics depend on the 
employer, location, level of experience, and 
training. Those who work in urban areas 
typically earn more than those in rural areas, 
where many paramedics work as unpaid 
community volunteers. 

In addition to their salaries, full-time 
paramedics often receive benefits, such as 
dental care and paid vacation and sick days. 
Most paramedics in Canada belong to a 
union, such as the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE). For those who do, 
benefits and salary levels are typically 
negotiated on their behalf by the union. 

  

 

Education & Training 
Colleges, hospitals, and emergency service organizations all offer paramedic training. 
Programs can last anywhere from about 6 months to 4 years, depending on where you live 
and the level of qualification you want to achieve. The most highly trained paramedics 
study for at least 2 years. Courses typically combine in-class instruction with supervised 
hospital and ambulance experience. 
 
Paramedics need to be licensed by the regulatory body in their province before they can 
practise. Be sure to contact the paramedic association in your province to find out what 
the exact requirements are. See the Other Resources section for links to provincial 
associations. 
 
Applicants to emergency medicine or paramedic training programs must generally be at 
least 18 years old, and have a high school diploma, a valid driver’s licence, and CPR and 
first aid certification. 

Related College & University Programs 

 Emergency Medical Technician / Paramedic 

 Emergency Management and Communications 
  

Other Suggested Qualifications 

In addition to being emotionally stable and compassionate, paramedics should be agile 
and have good dexterity and physical coordination. They should also be able to lift and 
carry heavy loads. Good eyesight is important. However, they are allowed to wear glasses 
or contact lenses. It’s also important for them to have accurate colour vision. Training in 
the Armed Forces as a medic is good preparation. First aid and CPR classes are also helpful 
and usually required for admission to a paramedic training program. Refresher courses and 
continuing education are available for paramedics at all levels. 
 

Related Careers 
• advanced care paramedic 
• ambulance attendant 
• critical care paramedic 
• emergency medical attendant (EMA) 
• emergency medical technician (EMT) 
• emergency medical  
• emergency medical technologist – 
paramedic (EMT-P) 
• paramedic 
primary care  
• paramedic 
supervisor, ambulance services 
• field supervisor, ambulance services 
• infant transport attendant 
• intermediate care paramedic 
• medic, drilling rig 
• medical assistant (paramedic) 
• medical care technician, newborns 
• medical technician 
• medical technician, drilling rig 
• medical warden, drilling rig 
• newborn emergency medical care 
technician 
• newborn medical care technician 
• paramedic 
• paramedic worker 
• primary care paramedic 
• registered emergency paramedic 
• supervisor ambulance attendants 
• supervisor, ambulance services 
• technician, ambulance 
• unit chief, ambulance services 

http://www.workbc.ca/
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0904/Emergency%20Medical%20Technician%20%2c%20Paramedic
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/43.0204/Emergency%20Management%20and%20Communications

