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Dentist (NOC 3113) 
Statistics from www.workbc.ca, Career Cruising, Service Canada, 
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Overview: Dentistry  
 Examine patients' teeth, gums and 

surrounding tissue to diagnose disease, injury 
and decay and plan appropriate treatment 

 Restore, extract and replace diseased and 
decayed teeth 

 Perform oral surgery, periodontal surgery 
and other treatments 

 Clean teeth and instruct patients on oral 
hygiene 

 Design bridgework, fit dentures and provide 
appliances to correct abnormal positioning of 
the teeth and jaws, or write fabrication 
instructions or prescriptions for use by 
denturists and dental technicians 

 Supervise dental hygienists, dental assistants 
and other staff. 

   Related Careers
 doctor of dental surgery 

 endodontist 

 general practice dentist 

 implantologist - dentistry 

 oral and dental surgeon 

 oral and maxillofacial surgeon 

 oral medicine specialist 

 oral pathologist 

 oral pathology/maxillofacial 

surgery specialist 

 oral radiologist 

 oral surgeon 

 orthodontist 

 pediatric dentist 

 pedodontist 

 periodontist 

 prosthodontist 

 public health dentist 

 specialist, oral medicine 

 stomatologist 

 surgeon, dental 

 surgeon, oral 

 surgeon, oral and maxillofacial 

 

People in this occupation 
Licensed practical nurses provide nursing care usually under the direction of medical 
practitioners, registered nurses or other health team members. They are employed in 
hospitals, nursing homes, extended care facilities, rehabilitation centres, doctors' 
offices, clinics, companies, private homes and community health centres. Operating 
room technicians are included in this unit group. 

 

Earnings 
Dentists’ bills are paid directly by patients or their insurance companies. A dentist in 
general practice can earn anywhere from about $60,000 to upwards of $200,000 a 
year. Earnings can vary a great deal depending on a dentist’s experience, geographic 
location, area of specialization, and the number of regular patients he or she sees. The 
highest wages are generally earned by specialists, such as orthodontists and 
periodontists. At busy practices in large urban areas, these specialized dentists can 
make more than $300,000 a year. 

 

Workplace 
 Most work for themselves in private practice 

 Usually work 7 to 8 hours a day, 5 days a week 

 Many work evenings & weekends 

 
Outlook and Mobility 
Openings will primarily be positions 
vacated by retiring licensed practical 
nurses; a higher proportion than for 
all occupations.  

 One to four years of pre-dentistry 

university studies  

 Licensing by a provincial or 

territorial regulatory body is 

required. 

 Dentists in general practice can 

move into a specialized practice 

through advanced training. 

 Licensing for specializations is 

required. 

\ 

 

Training  
Education & Training 

To become a dentist, you need to attend 
dental school. Applicants to dental school 
must usually complete 1 to 4 years of 
university level pre-dental courses. Most 
applicants have a bachelor’s degree. 
 
Dental schools require applicants to have 
taken courses in certain areas of study, 
such as chemistry, biology, physics, math, 
and English. However, exact requirements 
vary by school so be sure to check with 
the dental school you are interested in to 
find out what you need to take in 
university. In addition to completing 
undergraduate courses with a minimum 
GPA, applicants to dental school must 
pass the Dental Admission Test (DAT). 
 
Dental school typically takes 4 years to 
complete. Depending on the school they 
attend, graduates may earn either a 
Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or a 
Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD) degree. 
 
After finishing a degree, you must be 
licensed by the province you wish to 
practise in. This generally involves passing 
exams set by the National Dental 
Examining Board (NDEB). See the Other 
Resources section for a link to the NDEB 
and contact information for the provincial 
regulatory agencies. 
 
With extra training, a dentist can become a 
specialist and focus on specific dental 
problems. Specialist training programs 
usually take an additional 1 to 4 years to 
complete. 

Related College & University 

Programs 

 Dentistry (DDS) 

 Advanced Dental Sciences 

 Oral Biology / Oral Medicine 

 Oral / Maxillofacial Surgery 

 Orthodontics 

 Periodontics 
 

http://www.workbc.ca/
https://www2.careercruising.com/careers/working-conditions/371
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0401/Dentistry%20(DDS)
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0501/Advanced%20Dental%20Sciences
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0503/Oral%20Biology%20%2c%20Oral%20Medicine
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0507/Oral%20%2c%20Maxillofacial%20Surgery
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0508/Orthodontics
https://www2.careercruising.com/schools-ca/school-programs/51.0510/Periodontics

