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  Related Careers 

 certified nursing assistant  

 licensed nursing assistant 

 licensed practical nurse  

 operating room technician 

 registered nursing assistant  

 registered practical nurse  

Overview: Licensed Practical Nurse  
Licensed practical nurses perform some or all of the following duties: 
 Provide nursing services, within defined scope of practice, to patients based on 

patient assessment and care planning procedures 
 Perform nursing interventions such as taking vital signs, applying aseptic 

techniques including sterile dressing, ensuring infection control, monitoring 
nutritional intake and conducting specimen collection 

 Administer medication and observe and document therapeutic effects 
 Provide pre-operative and post-operative personal and comfort care 
 Monitor established respiratory therapy and intravenous therapy 
 Monitor patients' progress, evaluate effectiveness of nursing interventions and 

consult with appropriate members of healthcare team 
 Provide safety and health education to individuals and their families. 

Operating room technicians perform some or all of the following duties: 
 Prepare patients for surgery by washing, shaving and sterilizing the patients' 

operative areas 
 Assist in surgery by laying out instruments, setting up equipment, assisting 

surgical teams with gowns and gloves and passing instruments to surgeons 
 Clean and sterilize the operating room and instruments. 

People in this occupation 
 Licensed practical nurses provide nursing care usually under the direction of 
medical practitioners, registered nurses or other health team members. They are 
employed in hospitals, nursing homes, extended care facilities, rehabilitation 
centres, doctors' offices, clinics, companies, private homes and community health 
centres. Operating room technicians are included in this unit group. 
 

Earnings 
 Practical nurses working full-time generally earn between $35,000 and $65,000 

a year. In addition, these full-time workers usually receive dental and extended 
health benefits. 

 Some practical nurses work on a part-time basis. They can earn anywhere from 
about $16 to $30 an hour, but do not generally receive benefits. 

 Many practical nurses earn additional income by working overtime or being on 
call. This means they may be called to work at the last minute, such as when 
another nurse calls in sick; practical nurses often belong to labour unions. This 
means that their wage rates and benefits are negotiated on their behalf by 
union representatives. 

Outlook and Mobility 
Openings will primarily be positions 

vacated by retiring licensed 

practical nurses; a higher 

proportion than for all occupations 

Change in employment in this 

occupation depends on both 

demographic and organizational 

factors.  

 

Licensed Practical Nurses 
perform some or all of the 
following duties: 
 Provide medical treatment to 

patients, such as bandaging wounds 
or giving medication 

 Help patients bathe, dress, eat, or 
walk 

 Record food and fluid intake and 
output 

 Monitor vital signs 

  Collect samples and perform routine     
lab tests __

 Attributes & Abilities
 Concern for people’s well-being 

 Patient and self-controlled 

 Good with people 

 Communication skills 

Workplace 
 Most work in hospitals or continuing 

care facilities 

 Some provide in-home care 

 Hospital work can be busy, noisy, 
and stressful 

 Most work a 40-hour week 

 Evening, weekend, and holiday shifts 
are common 

 

 

Training  

 
 Completion of a vocational, 

college or other approved 

program for licensed practical 

nurses is required. 

 Registration with a regulatory 

body is required in all provinces 

and territories. 

 Completion of the Canadian 

Practical Nurse Registration 

Examination is required in all 

provinces and territories except 

Quebec. 

 Operating room technicians 

require either additional academic 

training in operating room 
techniques or on-the-job training. 
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