
Fast Facts: Career of the Month (Feb 2014) 
HVAC (heating, ventilation & air conditioning) technologist 

2232 Mechanical engineering technologists and technicians 
Statistics from workbc.ca and CareerCruising.com and 
http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/qc/job_futures/statistics/7313.shtml  

Related: 7313 Refrigeration and air conditioning mechanics 

 

   

 Attributes & Abilities 
 Mechanically inclined 
 Problem-solving skills 
 Able to work independently 
 Communication skills 
 Physically fit 

 

Overview: HVAC (heating, ventilation & air conditioning) 
technologist 
Mechanical engineering technologists and technicians provide technical support and 
services or may work independently in mechanical engineering fields such as the design, 
development, maintenance and testing of machines, components, tools, heating and 
ventilating systems, power generation and power conversion plants, manufacturing 
plants and equipment. 

People in this occupation 
 Work for heating and air conditioning installation and repair companies, equipment 

manufacturers, government agencies, and schools 
 Sometimes work outdoors in bad weather 
 Local travel is often required 
 Most work a 5-day, 40-hour week, but overtime is sometimes necessary 

Employment in BC 

 In BC, over 2,000 workers are employed, of which 93% work full time 

 Job prospects in this occupation are good. (Update: January 2013) 

 The sharp increase in demand recently for HVAC techs is primarily the result of 
employment growth and strong investment in the industries in which they work. As 
these trends are likely to continue, the number of mechanical engineering 
technologists and technicians is expected to continue to increase sharply over the 
next few years. 

Earnings 
 $53,000 to $66,000 per year (2006 Census)  
 Pay rate $19 to $35 an hour for journeypersons 
 Apprentices earn a percentage of the journeyperson wage ($13-$20 per hour). 

Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration techs earn $20-$25 an hour, while 
Experienced Technicians with 8-10 years’ experience and excellent skills earn $20-
$40 an hour; Some positions are seasonal 

Outlook and Mobility 
 The majority of job openings will come from the need to replace those who retire. 

 The Construction industry, the largest employer of refrigeration and air conditioning 
mechanics, has been experiencing a very strong demand for workers in both 
residential and non-residential sectors. Government funding for capital projects 
could also be an important source of construction work. Industry sources report 
that there is an over-abundance of people trying to enter the industry with only pre-
apprenticeship training or no prior experience at all. 

 
 
 
HVAC Technicians  
perform some or all 
of the following 
duties: 

 Heating techs install 
oil, gas, electric, 
solid-fuel, and 
multiple-fuel heating 
systems 

 Air conditioning 
techs install and 
repair building 
cooling systems 

 Refrigeration techs 
work on refrigerators 
found in places like 
restaurants and 
hospitals 

 Install motors, fans, 
ducts, and other 
parts 

 Connect electrical 
wiring and controls 

 

 

Training in BC : BCIT & VIU 
 Apprenticeship program 

or on-the-job training 

 Trade certification is 
required in most 
provinces 

BCIT 
http://www.bcit.ca/study/
programs/2990ttdipl 
VIU: 
http://www.cc.viu.ca/progs
erv/hvac.htm 

Students may take additional 
training to receive 
a Refrigeration Mechanic 
Year 2 certificate following 
the HVAC program. 
Program admission 
requirements include Grade 
12 or equivalent. 
Free information sessions: 
Both VIU (Feb 12 at the 
Nanaimo campus)and BCIT 
(Feb 5 at the Burnaby 
Campus) off info sessions. 
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